Topic-Specific Quality Assurance (QA) Guidelines

Supervisors that are external to the provider have access to information and training
relating to their role, responsibilities and the institutional requirements for the research
degree programme.
Procedures are in place to record all ongoing staff roles as supervisors, or as members of a
supervisory team.
Procedures in place recognise research supervision and membership of supervisory teams
as contributions to staff workloads and have in place agreed, context- and disciplineappropriate, flexible standards and criteria as to the relative weights of the various roles.
6.3

Supervisor opportunity to raise and address issues
Procedures are in place to facilitate supervisors and other supervisory structures to:

6.4

•

identify and source necessary extra support for students where required

•

identify and address inappropriate or insufficient student work practice, style of
research or deficiencies in writing which may require redress or a formal warning

•

implement alternative courses of action which may be necessary for students, for
example, to exit the programme, or transfer to another programme

•

raise any issues relating to the supervision of students, on or off the campus

Research projects
Procedures are in place to establish oversight mechanisms so that the research projects
agreed with students are realistic and appropriate with respect to:
•

the level of the degree programme

•

the experience and competences of the principal (and other) supervisor[s]

•

the qualifications and capabilities of the research student

•

facilities, resources and training available within the provider and, if any, in (the)
cooperating external organisation(s)

•

measures planned to deal with any limitations with respect to facilities, resources
and training otherwise available

•

compliance with the ethical and safety requirements of the provider

Procedures refer to scientific rigour and how it is adhered to. Scientific rigour will ensure
robust and unbiased experimental design, methodology, analysis, interpretation and
reporting of results. This includes full transparency in reporting experimental details so
that others may reproduce and extend the findings.
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